	


Notes on Outlandings
When to worry – Operating Band


25 to 40:1 gives lots of glide range


Three height bands



Upper – top third of the convective band, well above mountain peaks




Aggressive speed/thermal selection, moderate fallback concern



Mid – middle third of convective band – at mountain level

Balanced speed/thermal selection, increased consideration of fallback/gear change



Lower – below mountain level, ridge running




Racing less important/ recovering altitude or landing are the focus


The lower you go, the more you think about escape plans and fly slower


Work your way up to this – 20:1 bailout, 
Tow altitude a good barometer – that’s how you started the day

Low Saves, and other Fairy Stories


Have rarely saved below 7-800 ft, let alone 500ft


Thermal is very, very narrow down low


Can only be partly centered even with 18 second circles, high g forces



Cores not yet developed, wander around



Wind turbulent low

This is very dangerous flying – so be realistic and give it up when the time comes
Time to Land

Completely normal procedure


Anxiety probably the most dangerous element, the stall/spin turn the executioner


Reasons not to worry




Slow touchdown speed/low momentum




No fire danger




Virtually all field landings survivable



As are tree landings

Precision flying – speed control is a must, the yaw string stays in the middle
Choosing fields – G’s Comments

Don’t just look under you


Don’t get too close as you approach


Look at the slope from a distance

SCOWL

Slope



Drainage pattern



Furrows



Darker areas lower



Technique:  
Land up hill





Fly 15 knots faster





One wingtip down if necessary





Avoid cross slopes






Wings parallel, not level


Condition



Smooth/rough, hard/soft, wet/dry, 




Cultivated or pasture?




Hayfield



Color – watch for color discontinuities



Crops – how high? – Prior observation important



Furrows – How deep, how recent, straight or undulating?



Stumps/brush



Holes 



Animals – Cattle/Horses are curious, fields not smooth


Obstacles



Wires impossible to see




Must assume wires between all visible poles/buildings




Temporary fencing hard to see


Wind Direction and Strength



Strong Wind – steep approach




Low saves in strong wind highly dangerous!



Weak Wind – Shallow approach


Length of field



Practice from the air




Home runway




Football fields – athletic fields




Roadways about 25 ‘ wide




Telephone poles – varies but 200’ a good guess




Par 4 hole is 750 ft long minimum

Don’t change your mind on final


Ever!
Belts Tight
Speed control – speed kills – too much or too little


Fly a pattern


Gear always down


Stop short – no rollout


Flaps to negative on touchdown


Wingtip down, stick full back for groundloop if you must

Special Fun Landing Options

Water Landing


Wheel Down


Air Vents closed


Master switch off

Tree Landings

Minimum speed


Mush in


Danger climbing down
